City of East Lansing

East Lansing, Michigan

Resolution: Church State/Separation Week

November 17-23, 2003
WHEREAS, our country was founded upon the notion that church and state should be separate to protect each from potentially harmful influences of the other; and,

WHEREAS, the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution ensures that the government shall neither in purpose nor effect marginalize any religious community through endorsement of a particular religious viewpoint; and,

WHEREAS, church/state separation is currently an issue at the forefront of American political thought, owing to legal proceedings involving the wording of the Pledge of Allegiance, the governmental endorsed display of religious symbols, and faith-based initiatives, among others; and,

WHEREAS, Church/State Separation week is recognized by the Americans United for Separation of Church and State, Campus Freethought Alliance, Secular Student Alliance, and other national organizations;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that East Lansing City Council hereby recognizes November 17-23, 2003 as Church/State Separation Week in the City of East Lansing

_________Signed________
Mark S. Meadows, Mayor

Adopted: October 28, 2003
