Everyone Draw Muhammad Day

Talking Points

It can be a difficult task to take the myriad and subtle messages involved in Everyone Draw Muhammad Day and condense them into easy-to-communicate sound bytes.  But if you're taking part in the event, you'll want to be ready to discuss your goals and message with the public, passersby and others.  So we've taken the most common themes and put them together into this set of talking points.  This page is great to hand to your group members who are participating in the event to give everyone an idea of how to communicate the message you want to send.

· These drawings are not meant to marginalize or insult Muslims. Instead, they are meant to protest the threats of violence and other tactics used to limit free expression.

· This is not about people with a particular religious identity, it is about a particular religious idea. We’re criticizing the ideas, not the people who hold those ideas.
· We are specifically criticizing the idea that it is appropriate to respond to criticisms of Islam (or any idea) with threats of violence.
· Violence should never be a tool to stifle freedom of expression.

· Standing with those who have been threatened is more important than avoiding offending people.

· We believe that Muslims should be part of American society.  We do not think Muslims should get to control what people are allowed to draw.

· We are not asking Muslims to draw Muhammad.  However, Muslims do not get to decide what other people draw.  We don’t follow the Muslim prohibition against drawing Muhammad.

· Not all Muslims have a problem with drawings of Muhammad.  The Qur’an itself does not prohibit drawing Muhammad, it is only some hadith (recorded oral traditions) that have been interpreted to forbid drawing Muhammad.  These same passages are often interpreted to prohibit all representational art.  Not all Muslims agree with these interpretations and there are many illustrations from Muslim culture with depictions of Muhammad.

· Part of having an open society is that all ideas are fair game for criticism.  No idea – religious or otherwise – should be off limits to criticism. No idea should be beyond criticism simply because criticizing that idea offends people who hold it.
· We subject all religious ideas to scrutiny.

· Free-speech messages and references to South Park give the proper context for the drawings: a message about free speech, not anti-Muslim bigotry.
